
THE CITY OF DEXTER
REGULAR VIRTUAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, MAY 11, 2020

A.  CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The City Council Meeting was called to order at 6:01 PM by Mayor Keough held
via an online Zoom conference call permitted by executive order of Michigan
Governor Whitmer.

B. ROLL CALL: Mayor Keough
S. Bell P. Cousins
D. Fisher J. Knight
Z. Michels J. Smith

Student Representatives:
A. Covert - AB
I. Malek - AB

Also present at Council Meeting:  Courtney Nicholls, City Manager; Marie
Sherry, Treasurer/Assessor/Finance Director; Michelle Aniol, Community
Development Manager; Dan Schlaff, Public Services Superintendent; Justin
Breyer, City Clerk and Assistant to the Manager; Mike Auerbach, Assistant
Planner; Kurt Augustine, Streets Foreman; Patrick Droze and Marcus McNamara,
OHM Advisors; Robert Smith, Dexter Area Fire Department Chief; Carol Jones,
Recording Secretary; residents and media.

C. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:

1. Regular City Council Meeting – April 27, 2020
2.  City Council Work Session – April 29, 2020

Motion Smith; support Knight to approve the minutes of the April 27, 2020
Regular City Council Meeting and the minutes of the April 29, 2020 City Council
Work Session as presented.

Unanimous voice vote approval.

D. PRE-ARRANGED PARTICIPATION:

None

E. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:

Motion Smith; support Fisher to approve the agenda as presented.

Unanimous voice vote approval.
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F. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

None

G.  NON-ARRANGED PARTICIPATION:

Tracy Lambert of 6812 Strawberry Lake Road, Dexter asked City Council for
support and approval for Dexter Daze before June or July in order to make plans
for the event.

H. COMMUNICATIONS:

1. Upcoming Meeting List

I.   REPORTS:

1. Public Services Superintendent – Dan Schlaff

Mr. Schlaff submits his written report as per packet. Mr. Schlaff provided the
following updates:

 There was a meeting on Grand Street, the plan for the project is to start on
May 18, 2020.

 The mulch blanket was picked up on Central Street today and restoration will
begin on May 19, 2020.

 Work is being done on the path for Mill Creek Trail 2 behind the City Office
and Grand Street.

2. Community Development Manager – Michelle Aniol

Ms. Aniol submits her written report as per packet. Ms. Aniol provided the
following updates:

 Planning Commission postponed action on Encore Theatre’s application last
week due to an incomplete application.

 A suggestion was received from a resident about repurposing parking on the
north side of Main Street to allow for more space for outdoor seating.
Discussion followed.

 Another idea to help businesses is a gift card stimulus program like what is
happening in Midland, Michigan in cooperation with their DDA.  Discussion
followed.

 I had a request from Jolly Pumpkin for an outdoor seating area and they are
looking at how they can make it work on a temporary basis before they make
it a permanent request.  Discussion followed.

 There will be a temporary sign erected at Busch’s shopping area to indicate
which businesses are open.



4. Board, Commission & Other Reports

Dexter Area Chamber of Commerce – Paul Cousins
 The Chamber will meet on Monday May 18, 2020 at 10 AM.  They are

looking for ways to support local businesses.

5. Subcommittee Reports

None

6. City Manager Report – Courtney Nicholls

Ms. Nicholls submits her written report as per packet. Ms. Nicholls provided the
following updates:

 I  received Dexter Daze’s permit request, and have forwarded it to the
Sheriff’s Office and DAFD for signatures.  DAFD have signed off on the
permit, however, Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office on Washtenaw County
Health Department are unsure of large gatherings.  The earliest it could be put
on Council’s agenda is May 26, 2020.

 Also on the May 26, 2020 agenda will be the approval of the signals for
Baker and Main Streets.

 The Charter Amendment vote should be placed on the November ballot.
 Jim Carson from the Senior Center reported that the Meals on Wheels

program is doing well.

7. Mayor Report – Shawn Keough

Mr. Keough submits his written report as per packet. Mr. Keough provided the
following updates:

 I have started reviewing the student applications that the City has received
and would like to have appointments made no later than the first Council
meeting in June.

 The virtual meetings that we will be having through June will be starting at 6
PM, and I suggest that the Public Hearing on June 8, 2020 also be scheduled
for 6 PM instead of 7 PM.

 Please add the May 21, 2020 Fire Board meeting and DDA meeting to my
calendar.

8.  Council Member Reports

a. Council Member Cousins – Council Member Cousins submitted his report as
per packet.

J. CONSENT AGENDA:

1. Consideration of: Bills and Payroll in the amount of $119,925.54

2. Consideration of: Setting Public Hearing for Millage Rate and Budget on June 8,
2020



3.  Consideration of: Setting Public Hearing for Water and Sewer Rate Ordinance
on June 8, 2020

Motion Fisher; support Smith to approve items 1, 2 and 3 of the Consent Agenda.

Ayes: Cousins, Knight, Bell, Fisher, Michels, Smith and Keough
Nays: None
Motion carries

K. OLD BUSINESS-Consideration and Discussion of:

None

L. NEW BUSINESS-Consideration and Discussion of:

1. Discussion of: Reconstruction of Third and Broad

Patrick Droze from OHM introduced the Third/Broad Street project that would
begin around the corner from the Dexter Mill.

Marcus McNamara from OHM followed up with details of the project and that it
is on schedule with the exception of hosting a public meeting.  Also mentioned
regarding the project was the sidewalk on public property, bike lanes, crosswalk
markings, stormwater management, and decorative lighting.  Discussion followed.

2.  Consideration of:   Resolution Regarding Ballot Proposal for August 4, 2020
Election

Motion Smith; support Fisher to approve the resolution to rescind the ballot
request for the bond proposal on the August 4, 2020 ballot.

Motion Michels; support Knight to amend the above motion to rescind the bond
proposal vote from the August 4, 2020 ballot and place it on the November ballot.

Ayes:  Cousins, Knight and Michels
Nays:  Bell, Smith, Fisher and Keough
Motion fails

Vote on the original motion made by Smith and supported by Fisher to approve
the resolution to rescind the ballot request for the bond proposal on the August

4, 2020 ballot.

Ayes:  Bell, Fisher, Smith and Keough
Nays:  Cousins, Michels and Knight
Motion carries

M.  COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Cousins I cannot understand why the decision was made on the ballot
proposal regarding the fire station to not have a vote in November
when there are City Council elections.  By delaying the vote, we
are looking at higher construction costs.



Michels None
Fisher I see that the clothing collections containers have moved back to

the front of the property at Dexter Mill and the shopping center.
Can we ask them to move them back?

Knight I have a premier view of the park outside my window and I have
noticed people sitting in the park and not always taking care of
their trash.  Also as I have been walking I’ve noticed bricks have
been left on the DTE site and have not been taken care of.

Smith None
Bell Stay safe and good health.
Malek Absent
Covert Absent

N.  NON-ARRANGED PARTICIPATION:

None

O. ADJOURNMENT

Motion Smith; support Knight to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 PM.

Unanimous voice vote approval.

Respectfully submitted,
Justin Breyer

City Clerk and Assistant to the City Manager

Approved for Filing: _______



DEXTER CITY COUNCIL
VIRTUAL BUDGET WORK SESSION

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2020

A. CALL TO ORDER

The City Council Budget Work Session Meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM by
Mayor Keough held via an online Zoom conference call permitted by executive
order of Michigan Governor Whitmer.

B.  ROLL CALL: Mayor Keough
S. Bell-AB P. Cousins
D. Fisher J. Knight
Z. Michels J. Smith

Also attending: Courtney Nicholls, City Manager; Michelle Aniol, Community
Development Manager; Marie Sherry, Treasurer/Assessor/Finance Director; Dan
Schlaff, Public Services Superintendent; Justin Breyer, City Clerk and Assistant to
the City Manager; Mike Auerbach, Assistant Planner; and Carol Jones, Recording
Secretary.

C. REVIEW OF DRAFT BUDGET

Ms. Nicholls reported on the following updates:

 Solid Waste Fund does have an increase to the rate because of the contract,
rise in recycling costs, and yard waste removal costs.

 Sewer Fund meter reads came in at $200,000 just as estimated for the
March/April read.

 Local Community Stabilization funds need to be placed in the General Fund
first and then can be moved to the Sewer Fund by a vote.

 I have provided minor changes with Plein Air and an increase in elections
postage due to absentee voting.

 The same salary as last year is budgeted for the City Manager.  (Council
comments were to approve a 3% wage increase for the City Manager)

Council Member Bell requested cost comparisons on solid waste and recycling.
Discussion followed.

D. REVIEW OF THE DRAFT FEE SCHEDULE:

Ms. Nicholls reported that there were minimal changes made on the Fee Schedule.
The IFT fee was previously omitted and added and some changes with the Coal Tar
Fees, which Mr. Breyer explained.

E.   COMMENTS:

Council Member Michels inquired about sending recyclables to Western Washtenaw
Recycling and/or the addition of large dumpster containers within the City.  He also
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stated that he did not like putting extra funds into the Sewer Fund as it is an
enterprise fund.  Mr. Michels asked the question regarding cutting the budget by 0.5
to 1 mill.  Discussion followed.

Ms. Sherry gave a description of Invoice Cloud which would provide residents and
others a credit card service with more services, security and flexibility for payments.

Ms. Nicholls provided updates on Plein Air, the use of more online services and
Dexter Daze.  Council Member Cousins inquired about the Community Garden.

Adjourned at 6:54 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Justin Breyer
City Clerk and Assistant to the City Manager Approved for Filing: _______



OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER
8140 Main Street  Dexter, Michigan 48130-1092  (734) 426-8303  Fax (734) 426-5614

Memorandum
To: Mayor Keough and City Council

From: Courtney Nicholls, City Manager

Re: Consideration of: Land Sale Ordinance for a Portion of 7651 Dan Hoey

Date: May 20, 2020

The City Charter requires that the conveyance of land be done by ordinance.

The City has an outstanding purchase agreement for the sale of City owned property with DTE for
approximately 1.63 acres of land on Dan Hoey. The City will be exchanging this land as part of an
agreement with DTE to obtain the current DTE substation property located on Broad Street in downtown
Dexter. DTE has removed the substation from the Broad Street property in accordance with the
agreement.

A public hearing is scheduled for May 26, 2020. This will be the second public hearing on the land sale for
this project; a public hearing was also held on June 25, 2018. The ordinance has been reviewed by City
Attorney Scott Munzel.

Council is asked to hold the public hearing and consider the ordinance.
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CITY OF DEXTER 

 ORDINANCE NO. 2020 - XX 

 

LAND SALE ORDINANCE – DTE ENERGY 

 

 

At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Dexter, Michigan called to order by Mayor 

Keough on, ______________, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   

 

The following preamble and ordinance was offered by Member ____________ and supported by 

Member ____________: 

 

THE CITY OF DEXTER ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION 1. Citation. 

 

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the City of Dexter Land Sale Ordinance – DTE Energy. 

 

SECTION 2. Preamble. 

 

The City of Dexter (Dexter) owns approximately 1.63 acres of land located at 7651 Dan Hoey (Tax 

Parcel ID No. 08-08-07-100-053)(the Property), which is described as: 

 

A parcel of land situated in the NE ¼ of Section 7, Town 2 South, Range 5 East, City of Dexter, 

Washtenaw County, Michigan, more particularly described as follows: 

 

Commencing at the North ¼ corner of said Section 7;  thence N 88º 51’ 00” E 1324.71 feet along the 

North line of said Section 7; thence S 00º 45’ 00” E 46.97 feet to a point on the South right of way 

line of Dan Hoey Road, also said point being the Point of Beginning; thence S 89º 44’ 49” E 247.43 

feet along said South line of Dan Hoey Road; thence S 00º 45’ 00” E 283.34 feet; thence S 88º 51’ 

00” W 247.40 feet; thence N 00º 45’ 00” W 289.40 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

 

Dexter desires to sell the Property to DTE Electric Company (DTE), for its anticipated future use as 

an electrical substation serving the Dexter area.  In exchange for the Property, DTE will convey to 

Dexter a parcel of land, containing approximately 0.159 acres of land (the DTE Land), which is 

located within Dexter’s downtown area, and which is surrounded by land owned by the Dexter 

Downtown Development Authority with an address of 3045 Broad Street.  The exchange of the 

Property for the DTE Land will result in a parcel in downtown Dexter that is more appropriate and 

feasible for re-development consistent with Dexter’s Master Plan and related planning documents. 

 

The Property is not a part of a park or cemetery, and Dexter conducted a public hearing, as required 

under Section 2-154(b) of the Dexter Ordinances.  Dexter and DTE entered in to an Agreement, 

dated May 7, 2018, for the conveyance of the Property by Dexter to DTE and the conveyance of the 

DTE Land by DTE to Dexter (the Agreement).  Dexter now desires to close on the conveyance of 



 
 

the Property to DTE. 

  

 

 SECTION 3. Sale of Property. 

 

Dexter is authorized to convey the Property to DTE in exchange for the DTE Land, according to the 

Agreement, as it may be amended. 

 

SECTION 4. Severability. 

 

The various sections and provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be severable, 

and should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by any court of competent 

jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance 

as a whole or any section or provision of this Ordinance, other than the section or provision so 

declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.   

 

SECTION 5. Inconsistent Ordinances. 

 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or in conflict with the provisions of 

this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency or conflict.  

 

SECTION 6. Effective Date. 

 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon publication as provided in the City Charter.  

 

YEAS: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT:  

 

 

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED THIS ______________, 2020 

 

 

 

        

Shawn W. Keough, Mayor 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 

I, Justin Breyer, City Clerk for the City of Dexter, State of Michigan, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing is a true and correct copy of an ordinance adopted at a regular meeting of the City of 

Dexter City Council held on ____________, 2020. 

 

 

        

Justin Breyer, City Clerk 
























